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You might not think about building your 
child’s math skills until they are school 
age. But children actually develop and 
use math concepts when they are babies. 
As a parent, you can nurture the growth 
of these skills through daily routines and 
activities.
What you can do at home
Teaching math skills to young kids doesn’t 
mean giving your toddler a calculator. 
Here are some fun ways you can help your 
child learn early math skills:

Math Talk
The more you talk with your child about 
math at home their mind starts to think 
about math. Keep these things in mind 
during your daily routine:

• Look for opportunities to count or 
add.

• Look for opportunities to problem 
solve.

• Ask open ended questions to keep 
the math talk going.

Math Materials at Home
Support your child’s math readiness with 
simple activities that use materials you 
have at home.

•	 Car	Counting- Riding in the car can be 
a perfect opportunity to count with 
your child. When riding in the car, you 
can count with your preschooler the 
number of cars you see while riding 
in the car. 

•	 Snack	Counting- Show your toddler 
how to count the number of crackers 
or other snack on their plate while 

The Great Start Collaboratives in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties in collaboration with United Way for Southeastern Michigan are committed 
to ensuring that families are supported in helping their children learn and grow. You are receiving this email because you have completed the online 
Ages and Stages (ASQ) Developmental Screening tool for your child(ren). We hope you find the additional information useful!

Developing	Early	Math	Skills
touching each one as you count. 

•	 Counting	Cotton	Balls-Count with 
your child each time you place a 
cotton ball in an empty baby wipe 
container.  Your child and you can 
also count the cotton balls before you 
put half of them in. Count how many 
are left.

•	 Shoelace Shapes - Draw a large 
shape on a sheet of paper. Have your 
child place the lace or string along 
the shape’s outline. Talk about the 
number of sides, and the curvy and 
straight lines.

•	 Circles and Cans - Take out a few cans 
of food of different sizes from the 
cupboard. Talk about the shape of the 
whole can (they are cylinders) and 
the shape of the top and bottom of 
the cans (circles). 

Math	Books
Build number recognition and counting 
skills by reading books that offer 
opportunities to count along.
• I Spy Little Numbers by Walter Wick 

and Jean Marzollo
• Ten Little Fish by Audrey Wood
• Chicka, Chicka 1-2-3 By Bill Martin Jr. 

and Michael Sampson

REMINDER:
Your next developmental 
questionnaire is available 
online!

Remember to do an ASQ on 
your child every few months 
to update their development 
and learn new activities 
to do at home. Access the 
questionnaire for your county 
at the website below:

helpmegrow-mi.org


